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Ex-Lowell
police supt.
enters ballot
question fray
massachusetts»2A
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Celtics can’t
stand the
Heat, lose
106-101
Sports»9A
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Yesterday’s question results (367 votes)
Have recent extreme weather events convinced you that climate
change is real?
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By JonWinkler
jwinkler@nashobavalleyvoice.com

lOWEll » The F-15 Eagle
fighter jet, Predator drone and
Seahawk helicopter all reach

heights higher than anyone
else can see. But if anyone gets
the chance to see one of those
fierce aircrafts up close, one
might notice the little details
on thesemachines, like the sta-

bilizer skins on the F-15 or the
rotor blades for the Seahawk.
As high as those pieces get in

the sky, one might not know
how they started deep in Low-
ell.

That material comes from
Specialty Materials Inc., which
was named the Region One
Subcontractor and National
Subcontractor of the Year by

AWArD » 8A

Small Business Association names it National Subcontractor of the Year
lowell fiRmflieshiGh

Julia Malakie / lowell Sun

Specialty Materials, inc.
in lowell, which pro-
duces boron, silicon
carbide and other ad-
vanced fibers and ma-
terials, receives an
award Thursday from
the Small Business ad-
ministration. From left,
emily Byrne, district di-
rector for u.S. Rep. lori
Trahan, Robert nelson
of the SBa, co-owner
and Ceo Monica Rom-
mel of Harvard, and
wendell Davis of the
SBa.

Julia Malakie / lowell Sun

Former economic Development Coordi-
nator katie Mahoney accused three Bill-
erica selectmen of threatening her.

virtual meeting.
In her resignation letter, Ma-

honey wrote, “I have felt both
personally and professionally
threatened by three members
of the Board of Selectmen who
have differing political opin-
ions than mine,” stating in an
interview with The Sun that
she primarily felt threatened
due to them trying to eliminate

her job and source of insur-
ance.
“I don’t think any of us take

lightly when an employee says
that they were threatened,”
Rosa said during the board’s
latest meeting. “I don’t care
who it is, when anybody puts
those claims in writing, it
needs to be fully vetted and

BIllErICA » 8A

chael Rosa, John Burrows and
Dan Burns of threatening her
“both personally and profes-
sionally.”
Mahoney resigned from her

position on Aug. 26, less than a
week after Rosa, Burrows and
Burns highlighted their respec-
tive goals to eliminate and re-
structure the Economic Devel-
opment Department during a

By Stefan Geller
sgeller@lowellsun.com

BIllErICA »The Board of Se-
lectmen voted unanimously on
Monday to hire an independent
investigator to look into allega-
tions made last month by for-
mer Economic Development
Coordinator Katie Mahoney,
who accused Selectmen Mi-

Former Economic Development Coordinator Mahoney accused 3 selectmen

BIllErICA

Board orders probe into ‘threats’

By Aaron Curtis
acurtis@lowellsun.com

DrACuT » A mix of racist and
anti-police graffiti were found
scrawled on the outside of
Brookside Elementary School on
Thursday, resulting in an investi-
gation into the derogatory mes-
sages by police and the school
district.
“We are in the very early stag-

es of this investigation, but want
to reassure the community we
are taking this incident very seri-
ously and there is no room in
Dracut for hate and racism,” said
Acting Police Chief Stephen
Chaput in a joint press release
from the Police Department and
the school district.
The release states police were

called to Brookside Elementary,
located at 1560 Lakeview Ave., at
around 4 p.m. for reports of the
graffiti. Police found the crude
messages written in chalk on the

rACIST » 8A

Anti-police
messages also
written

Racist
graffiti
found at
school

DrACuTSPECIAlTYmATErIAlS INC.
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Today’s Question
will you get a flu shot this year?

Yes or no
Vote at lowellsun.com

lOCAl

Seat belt safety
urged after scare
Bedford officials sound
alarm after child nearly
suffocated. Page 3a

lIfESTYlE

Review: ‘Ratched’ is
simply wretched
The netflix film based on
the ‘Cuckoo’s nest’ nurse
isn’t worth a view. Page 12a Yes no

Baker has mandated that stu-
dents in Massachusetts, from
pre-school to college, and kids

flu » 8A

critical to prevent overburden-
ing the state’s health care system
with the flu and COVID-19,
which share many symptoms.

flu shot at a Roslindale CVS and
pressedMassachusetts residents
to get vaccinated against the flu
this fall, which he said will be

es dealing with COVID-19 on a
daily basis.
That was Gov. Charlie Baker’s

message Thursday after he got a

By Colin A. Young
State House News Service

Think of the doctors and nurs-

Gov. Baker taking his best shot tomake a strong case
fluvACCINATIONS

Win CASH for the holidays!
Enter online at

LowellSun.com/contest
NOWTHROUGH SEPTEMBER 28TH!
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From Page one

some conclusion needs to
be reached.”
When speakingwith The

Sun earlier this month, all
three selectmen denied
ever threatening or target-
ing Mahoney, saying that
they simply stand against
the department because
they feel that it has failed
to create the level of com-
mercial growth in town
that they desire.
“Four or five years ago

we created that groupwith
the focus of driving retail,
commercial and restau-
rant business into the
town. During that period
of time, they have failed to
do that and have focused
strictly on large scale hous-
ing,” Burns said. “There
were no personal attacks
being launched against her
or any other member.”

Billerica
FROMPAGE 1A

On Monday, Rosa said
that he discussed the issue
with KP Law and Labor At-
torney Kevin Feeley, add-
ing that Town Manager
John Curran will work
with Feeley to hire the out-
side independent investi-
gator. The board expects to
hear a status update at
their nextmeeting on Sept.
28.
“There’s no argument

that this needs to go to a
review,” Burns said. “Quite
frankly I’m very surprised
to have seen this letter and
its statements, but so be it.
We will allow the investi-
gation to take its course at
which point we can go
from there.”
Selectman Kim Conway

also urged Curran to have
town employees, including
the Board of Selectmen, re-
take training on proper
workplace conduct, re-
gardless of the results of
the investigation. The oth-
er board members sup-

said in her email.
Wilkie described the vandalism as

“reprehensible and disgusting.”
The discovery in Dracut continues a

string of hateful graffiti found littering
property across the region during the
last several months.
During that time, Westford, Chelms-

ford and Bedford police announced in-
vestigations into anti-Semitic graffiti
spray painted on property, including im-
ages of swatstikas.

Follow Aaron Curtis on Twitter
@aselahcurtis

ported the idea.
“I think that it would be

a great idea to do training
like that with the select-
men,” Conway said. “I
think that you’re all think-
ing that ‘threatening’ is a
physical event, I would ask
you all to re-familiarize
yourself with our policy.”
The board has not yet

made any official decision
about the Economic Devel-
opment Department,
though Burns said that
Rosa will be setting up a
meeting for early October
where they will review
their goals and objectives.
Mahoney had been

working part time for the
town for the past two
years, both for the Eco-
nomic Development De-
partment and the Commu-
nity Preservation
Committee, which she also
stepped down from.
She recently accepted a

position at BillericaMemo-
rial High School.

side of a brick wall of the school.
Photos of the graffiti received by The

Sun, show a racist word referring to
Black people written on the building, as
well as “(expletive) Blacks.”
Dracut School Superintendent Steven

Stone said in the release that hate
speech does not reflect the values of the
district.
“TheDracut Public Schools celebrates

its focus on being a community of car-
ing, andwewish to reaffirm to students,
families, staff and the greater Dracut
community that respect, trust, inclusion
and kindness are values which we will
continue to promote and foster in our
kids,” Stone said.
Allison Volpe, the chair of the Dracut

School Committee, as well First Vice
Chairperson JosephWilkie condemned
the graffiti in separate emails. Both said
they have been in contact with Stone
about the discovery.
“The Dracut Public Schools does not

tolerate hate rhetoric and theDracut Po-
lice Department is investigating,” Volpe

Racist
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who participate in child care
programs, must get their flu vac-
cine by the end of 2020 but said
Thursday that it’s important that
others elect to get a flu shot too.
The governor said health care
workers began talking with his
team about a month ago about
what it would mean to have flu
activity peak at the same time as
a second surge of COVID-19 cas-
es. April’s surge in COVID-19 cas-
es came after the bulk of activity
associated with the last flu sea-
son.
“The point they made to us at

that time was from a diagnostic
point of view, froma care delivery
point of view, from a capacity
point of view, having the flu and
COVID-19 surge in the common-
wealth at exactly the same time
would be an incredibly difficult
situation for themtomanage their
way through and they urged us to
step up our game — which is al-
ready pretty good relative tomost
of the states around the country—
on flu vaccines,” Baker said.
As of the week ending Sept. 5,

Massachusetts was showing
“minimal” influenza-like illness
activity, according to the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. Officials have said it
is best to get a flu shot by the end
of October since flu activity gen-
erally picks up in the late fall. In
three-quarters of the 36 flu sea-
sons from 1982-83 through 2017-
18, peak flu activity has not oc-
curred until January or later, the
CDC said.
“While it’s not possible to say

with certainty what will happen
in the fall and winter, CDC be-
lieves it’s likely that flu viruses
and the virus that causes COVID-
19 will both be spreading. In this
context, getting a flu vaccine will
be more important than ever,”
the CDC wrote on its website.
“CDC recommends that all peo-
ple 6 months and older get a

Flu
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season. Though the effectiveness
of the vaccine varies by type and
flu season, the CDC said vaccina-
tion reduces the risk of getting
the flu by between 40% and 60%
among the overall population.
Baker’s order sparked protests

from parents opposed to a gov-
ernmentmandate that their chil-
dren be vaccinated for some-
thing they had previously not
been required to be vaccinated
against.
The governor said he under-

stands that there are people who
are angry about his executive or-
der and he appealed to those
people Thursday by telling them
to think of the health care work-
ers lauded as heroes in the
spring andwhat a bad flu season
would mean for them.
“I would just say to all of those

folks in Massachusetts who ad-
mire, respect and appreciate the
heroic work that was done by so
many people in our health care
community last spring, that for
them and for yourselves, you
should go out and get a flu vac-
cine this year so that you and
they can feel confident that as
they deal with respiratory issues
this fall and the potential of a
second surge, more and more
people in Massachusetts will
have protected themselves from
having the flu pile on top of a po-
tential second surge associated
with COVID,” the governor said.
TheMassachusetts Health and

Hospital Association supports
the governor’s mandate and said
health care workers are already
concerned about the impending
flu season while also preparing
for a potential second surge of
COVID-19 cases.
“We appreciate the Baker Ad-

ministration’s proactive focus on
areas like classrooms, where a
flu outbreak could further harm
the health of our communities
and overwhelm our hospitals,”
Steve Walsh, the head of the as-
sociation, said in a statement.
“Just like wearing amask and so-
cial distancing, getting a flu shot
is a simple but powerful way to

help our health care community
throughwhat will be a very chal-
lenging fall.”
The potential for a second

surge of COVID-19 cases to coin-
cide with the rise of flu cases this
fall has been discussed since the
spring. In July, the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration granted
emergency use authorization for
a CDC-developed nasal or oral
swab test that is designed to si-
multaneously detect three types
of viruses: two that cause the flu
and the coronavirus that causes
COVID-19. The CDC said initial
test kits were sent to state public
health laboratories in early Au-
gust. The agency said the test is
meant to “supplement and
streamline surveillance for flu
and COVID-19.”
It’s unclear whether Massa-

chusetts received a shipment of
those test kits, or if the Baker ad-
ministration plans to deploy the
dual test in Massachusetts. A
Baker spokeswoman did not an-
swer the News Service on Thurs-
daymorningwhen askedwheth-
er Massachusetts received the
dual tests or if the state intends
to utilize such tests.
As the coronavirus was just

emerging in mid-February as a
serious public health threat,
Mass. DPH was dealing with a
“very high” severity flu season
that was sendingmore people to
the hospital than in recent years.
Officials said the risk of becom-
ing infected with the coronavi-
rus was low — that appears to
have been the case, with reports
that the one confirmed case in
Massachusetts until March did
not spread the virus — and that
the traditional seasonal flu was
of greater concern.
Public Health Commissioner

Monica Bharel in mid-February
reminded the Public Health
Council at a meeting that while
there was one confirmed corona-
virus case in Massachusetts,
there were “tens of thousands” of
cases of influenza in the state,
the News Service reported in
February.

yearly flu vaccine.”
Manufacturers around the

country project they will provide
as many as 198 million doses of
flu vaccine this season, the CDC
said, which would top the 175
million dose record set during
the 2019-2020 flu season. The
agency said there have so far
been no significant delays in dis-
tributing flu vaccine doses.
Health and Human Services

Secretary Marylou Sudders said
Massachusetts is slated to re-
ceive 1.156 million doses of flu
vaccine this year, a 28% increase
over the 900,000 that the state
orders for a typical flu season.
For the 2018-19 influenza sea-

son, the most recent data avail-
able, Massachusetts had the
highest rate of vaccination
among children between six
months and 17 years old.
The CDC said Massachusetts

had 81.1% flu vaccination cover-

age among children, compared
to a national average of 62.6%.
For adults, Massachusetts had
the second-highest rate of flu
vaccination at 53.5%. Only
Rhode Island’s rate of 56.3%was
higher, according to the CDC.
While the administration ini-

tially announced themandatory
flu vaccination as “an important
step to reduce flu-related illness
and the overall impact of respi-
ratory illness during the COVID-
19 pandemic,” Baker and Sud-
ders later clarified that the
mandate will remain in effect
even after the COVID-19 pan-
demic is in the rearview mirror.
The CDC said that the flu vac-

cine “prevented an estimated 4.4
million influenza illnesses, 2.3
million influenza-associated
medical visits, 58,000 influenza-
associated hospitalizations, and
3,500 influenza-associated
deaths” during the 2018-19 flu

STUART CAHILL / boSTon HeRALd

Gov. Charlie baker speaks to the media after receiving a flu shot at a
CVS in Roslindale on Thursday. baker said ‘having the flu and CoVId-19
surge in the commonwealth at exactly the same time would be an in-
credibly difficult situation’ to manage for health care professionals.

the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration. On Thursday,
the company located on
Middlesex Street, was pre-
sented the Region One
award by the SBA’s New
England Regional Admin-
istratorWendell Davis and
its Massachusetts District
Director Robert Nelson.
The award presentation is
meant to be part of Small

Award
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Business Week which, ac-
cording to Nelson, will
take place Sept. 22 to 24 af-
ter being delayed due to
the coronavirus pandemic.
“It’s just wonderful to

have aMassachusettsman-
ufacturer as not only the
Region One Subcontractor
of the Year, but to get na-
tional recognition,” Nelson
added. “You look at the
product and where it’s go-
ing into other products
that are helping to secure
the United States. These
are end products that are

protecting all of us, so it’s
just amazing that this is
here in Lowell. It’s some-
thing you wouldn’t ordi-
narily think of, to have a
business like this in our
backyard doing amazing
things.”
Those things include de-

veloping boron fiber and
silicon carbide, a business
that CEO Monica Rommel
found much like what
many textile plants did in
Lowell during the Indus-
trial Revolution. While
Specialty Materials makes

its big bucks through con-
tracts with the Depart-
ment of Defense, its boron
fiber is used in more com-
mon items like fishing
rods, bicycles and even
hockey sticks. Still, the cor-
poration’s customers in-
clude Boeing, Northrop
Grumman Innovation Sys-
tems and Rolls RoyceHigh
Temperature Composites.
“We’re learning a lot

about the outreach,” Rom-
mel said. “It looks simple,
but the team really stepped
up the challenge.”

Rick Rommel, Monica’s
husband and Chief Busi-
ness Officer, said the coro-
navirus pandemic has im-
pacted Specialty
Materials, though only in
certain aspects and not
overall work.
“I think the main line of

our business largely fo-
cused in the military and
aerospace industries less
so,” he added. “But our
business that touched
sporting goods and com-
mercial segments, they’ve
been impacted a signifi-

cant amount. But that’s a
smaller percentage of spe-
cialties business, so it’s
had less of a direct impact
on business here.”
Still, SpecialtyMaterials

expresses gratitude and
honor for receiving the
awards. The Rommels also
appreciated the rest of the
corporation’s staff for their
hard work and are hoping
to develop more boron
products that make the
company “vertically inte-
grated” with other
U.S.-made products.
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Specialty materials test technician Larry devost of merrimack, n.H., works in the filament
testing room.

JULIA mALAkIe / LoWeLL SUn

Specialty materials Ceo monica Rommel talks about the company's products.

‘TheDracutPublic
Schools doesnot
tolerate hate rhetoric
and theDracutPolice
Department is
investigating.’

–Dracut School Committee Chairwoman
Alison Volpe, reacting to racist graffiti
written in chalk at the Brookside
Elementary School Thursday.
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